BURIED ALIVE!

VICTIM SUFFERED A SLOW AGONIZING DEATH…

Everyday, a “keystone” species is buried alive, killed or entombed by land clearing equipment. The Gopher Tortoise, (Gopherus Polyphemus), is designated as a keystone species because of its importance to the life and survival of dozens of other wildlife species.

The gopher tortoise has an extremely slow metabolism. Once entombed, it is unable to displace the soil necessary to dig its way out. It is doomed to die a slow agonizing death, which will come in the form(s) of dehydration, starvation or asphyxiation, and can take as long as THREE MONTHS!
These throwbacks to ancient dinosaurs have feelings and emotions just like humans. When entombed, they know that they will die, and they feel the same physical pains that we would. How horrible it must be to be buried alive and have such a long time to suffer while you think about death.

Fortunately, there is a solution. Our organization utilizes special permits issued by the Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission, (FWCC), to safely and humanely relocate tortoises prior to development. All you have to do is call us. We apply for the permit, trap the tortoise(s) and do the relocation. We provide our services FREE OF CHARGE to homeowners, but do request that commercial clients, builders, developers, and land-clearing companies, reimburse us for our direct expenses, typically less than $200.00

Gopher tortoises are currently listed as a “Threatened Species” with FWCC. It is a violation of Florida law to harm, take, injure or harass a gopher tortoise. Damaging a tortoise burrow constitutes “taking” under the law, and violations are punishable by substantial fines and/or imprisonment.

We are a non-profit organization staffed by volunteers. We perform this service to save a threatened species. Please call us when you encounter a parcel that is inhabited by this keystone species. We want to help you obey the law, while we preserve this important resource. Please view our web site to learn more about our efforts.
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